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'Fhis; invention: relates to wire terminal
clips for toy electric railway tracks, and more
particularly to a connector of the type set
forth in my Patent No. 1,610,083, December

5 7, 1926, of which this case is a division.

Cars for toy electric trains are made in
cifferent sizes and therefore require tracks
of different gauge according to the width
of the trucks. Under the present and prior

10 practice each. gauge of track has required a
separate terminal clip or connector for at-
taching the power wires to the rails; thus
necessitating as many sizes of terminal clips
or connectors as there are gauges of track,

15 thereby making it necessary to manufacture
and stock separate terminal devices for the
several gauges of track now in general use.

Accordingly, the present invention has
primarily in view the provision of a single

20 terminal clip which is adaptable to one or
more ganges of track, thereby making it pos-

sible to standardize the terminal clips for a

plurality of different tracks. This clip,

therefore, has advantages not only from a
25 manufacturing and commercial standpoint
but also makes it possible for users having
two sets of equipment to require only one
terminal clip for either set.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a. wire terminal clip or universal ap-
plication wherein all of the parts are mount-
ed on a suitable base in such a way as to
present the possibility of short circuits be-
tween the metallic parts; the said parts being
also adapted to be readily adjusted for use
in connection with different gauge track
without the removal of any part, while at
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the same time means are also provided for

conveniently and securely holding the line
wires.

With the above and other objects in view
which will more readily appear as the nature
of the invention is better understood, the
same consists in the novel construction, com-
bination and arrangement of parts herein-
after more fully described, illustrated and
claimed.

A preferred and practical embodiment of
the invention is shown in the accompanying
drawings, ih which:—

Tig. 1 is a plan view of the clip consti-
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‘tuting the present invention applied to: a
railway track.

Fig: 2 i a side elevation theréof.

Similai reference characters . designate
corresponding figures in the drawings:
. According to the embodiment shown: in
the drawings, it will be observed: that the
present wire terminal clip ineludes in:its or-
ganization an insulating body or base A’
made of any suitable insulating. material
such as hard-fiber of the like; and adapted
to. carry the metallic terminal-clip elements
which serve both the function of conveying
the current to the proper rails of the track
‘and also holding the body A’ in position.

Actording  to the embodiment of the in-
vention:shown in the drawings it will be ob-
served, from Figs. 1. and-2, that the ingula-
tion base A’ isprovided with the.slot »” and
carries at one edge thereof the permaient
track engaging abutment 1* having the wire
terminal clip 3* electrically connected there-
with while the wire terminal clip 8* also
carried on the base A’ is secured in position
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by the fastening 7* in the same way as in -

the other form of the invention. The said
fastening 7 has connected thereto a wire or
equivalent electrical connection 12 leading
to a clamping device including a screw 183,
the head of which is exposed at the top sur-
face of the member A’ while the nut portion
14* is arranged at the bottom of the plate
and receives the shank of the screw 13 which
passes through an opening in the base A’
adjacent the closed end of the slot #”. The
clamping nut 14* is adapted to cooperate
with a sliding third rail engaging member
C” whereby the third rail engaging hook
portion 14 thereof may be moved to different
locations from the fixed abutment A’ thereby
to engage the third rail of tracks of different
gauge. As will be observed from the draw-
ings, the third-rail-engaging member C’
comprises a body portion having the hook 14
previously referred to at one end thereof and
the central longitudinal slot 15 engages over
the shank of the screw 13 and permits lon-
gitudinal adjustment of the plate beneath
the clamping nut 14> As the hook portion
14 of the plate projects upwardly through
the slot o” it is guided in its movement in
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such a way that relative disalinement or twist-
ing of the plate is prevented, and all that is
necessary is to tighten or loosen the nut 14*
to effect the desired adjustment of the third-
rail-engaging member C’.

From the foregoing it will be apparent
that the present “invention provides a wuni-
versal terminal clip for toy railway tracks of
different gauge wherein all of the parts are
so mounted and ar anged as to prevent short
circuiting while at the same time all of the
power line-wires may be securely held to the
clip body.

Without further description it is thought
that the features and advantages of the in-
vention will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art, and it will of course be
understood that changes in the form, pro-
portion and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit of the invention and scope of the
appended claims.

I claim=—

1. A detachable universal wire terminal
clip device for toy railway track including
an insulating base having a slot open at one
edge thereot, a relatively fixed rail engag-
ing contact element, carried by said base at
the edge thereof opposite the slot, and a
third rail engaging unit having chiftable
third rail engaging means lying “within the
slot, and a terminal member carried by the
base and connected with said third rail unit.

2. A detachable universal wire terminal
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clip device for toy railway track including
an insulating base having a slot open at one
edge thereo‘l, a 1eht1vely fixed rail engag-
ing contact element, carried bv said Dase af
the edge thereof opp051te the slot, and =
shdmg third rail engaging unit having
third rail engaging means lylna within the
slot, and a terminal member carried by v the
base and connected with said third rail unit.

3. A detachable universal wire terminal
clip device for toy railway track including
an insulating base carried therewith, a fixed
rail engaging contact abutment and said
base also having a slot, a clamping member
acjacent one end of said slot, and a third
rail engaging member adjustably connected
to the “hase by sald clamping device and
having a portion adapted to be set at dif-
ferent positions within said slot, and means
for establishing electrical contact with gaid
third rail engaging member.

4. A detachable universal wire {erminal
clip device for toy railway track including
an insulating base having a relatively fixerl

rail engaging contact abutment, and slss
pwnded with a slot, a third rail engaging
member having a portion projected ﬂnou 1
and slidably guided in said slot. and cla wp-
ng means carried by the base for setting
said third rail engaging member at any de-
sired location in the slot.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature.
HARRY S. BECKER.
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